Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Business Meeting

Freedom Café 

Waterville, Maine

March 8, 2006
Minutes
In attendance:
Kevin Kendall, MD, Mike Gibbs, MD, John Saucier, MD, Harry Grimmnitz, MD, Phil Tedrick, DO, Scott Kemmerer, MD, Erik Steele, DO, Larry Kassman, MD, Evie Marcolini, MD, Amy Sedgwick, MD, Sandy Stevens, MD, Becky Chagrasulis, MD, Paul Liebow, MD, and Anna Bragdon, Chapter Executive.

Welcoming Remarks and Introductions.   Kevin Kendall, MD, Maine ACEP President, welcomed the group and asked them to go around the room and introduce themselves.
Minutes.  The minutes from the December 7, 2005 meeting were approved as read.
ACEP Report Card.  Dr. Kendall noted that the release of the report card caused quite a stir amongst the states.  Maine received a B-, derived from an A in Access to Emergency Care, a C+ in Quality and Patient Safety, a C- in Public Health and Injury Prevention, and a D in Medical Liability Environment.  He proposed that members review the report and email thoughts back to leadership regarding strategy.  The group agreed that we should consider pursuing medical liability reform, child safety seat legislation, mandatory seat belt laws, and push helmet use.
Maine ACEP/MMA Contract.  Dr. Kendall noted that the MMA has asked us for an additional 2k per year to help cover the expenses of Gordon Smith and Andy MacLean for lobbying.  The group agreed to counter their offer with a fee of 2k for the long legislative session year and 1k for the short legislative session year.  Anna will send that offer in a letter to Gordon.
Medical Direction and Practice Board.  Dr. Kendall reported on three things.  (1) every hospital needs to commit to access for new pre-hospital electronic record.  Our membership should help us on this.  (2)  Pre-hospital 12 lead EKGs:  Some hospitals are mandating this.  CMMC has been looking at it.  It’s not just for services that go to PCI centers.  We should survey the state and teach paramedics how to interpret.  The Cardiac Advisory Committee is discussing this at a meeting next week. (3)  The Maine ACEP seat on the MDPB Board has been temporarily held by Matt Scholl.  The group voted to elect Matt officially to this ongoing position.
Councillor Election.  Mike Gibbs, MD was unanimously re-elected for another two years as Councillor.

Treasurer’s Report.  Paul Liebow, MD reported that we have 41k in the bank and the finances looked good.  We are breaking even each year.  There have been some extra expenses, including the 5k to the coalition for medical liability reform.  If we want to stay breaking even, we should think of increasing our dues from $160-$180.  Anna will look at how our dues are in comparison with other states.  Becky noted that 30 new members could bring in the same amount as raising the dues and suggested that as a better tact.  The group agreed.

Riverview Beds Review Committee.  Dr. Tedrick reported that this group met for a couple years.  DHS agreed to review requests for admission  If the rejections exceeded 30% then the hospital would keep open extra beds.  The Legislature then looked into the quality of their data and deemed it useless, not collected consistently.  The Legislature is going to consider a bill that would increase the coordination between hospitals, at least for children.
Membership Survey.  Anna reviewed the results of the membership survey.   One of the things that came out of the meeting was a desire to have one meeting a year linked to a couple locations by video.  Generally, members agreed that our focus should be on networking and sharing information about timely issues, both legislative and hospital-based.
Medical Clearance Guidelines.  Erik Steele, MD, reported that there has been limited use of existing medical clearance guidelines.  As we all know, this slows down the patients through the EDs.  Erik presented a visual version of the original guidelines meant to make them clearer.  He would like reaffirmation from Maine ACEP, the psychiatrists and the hospitals.  He would them embark on a drive for consistent use, trying to get all EDs to use it and the psych hospitals to agree.  He noted a review article in the annals consistent to our guidelines.  Phil Tedrick raised a concern that this might reopen negotiation on these guidelines.  Anna agreed to send it electronically.  A motion was made and passed unanimously to support Dr. Steele’s new draft.
Legislative Task Force on Maine’s Homeland Security.   Dr. Liebow reported that the group worked well together.  They came up with one solution called “talkaround frequencies” which would be used when regular dispatch is overloaded.  Those lines would be dedicated.  Also they agreed to backup generators for new schools for shelter use.  The small existing ones only keep the pipes from freezing.  There were many other issues discussed at the task force meetings.  Tony Tomassoni noted that he’s putting together a Northern NE Strike Force.  Matt School noted that regarding pandemic flu and EMS, we need a stronger public health infrastructure.
Legislative Update.  Anna Bragdon noted that the Legislature is in its short session during which time they only address emergency issues.  There is much discussion around the future of Dirigo.  It’s financing needs to be resolved this year and many groups are fighting it.
President’s Award.  Dr. Kendall will present John H. Burton, MD, with a President’s Award before he leaves Maine.

Next meeting.  Wednesday, September 6, 2006, at the Slate’s Restaurant in Hallowell, Maine.
Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon
Chapter Executive

